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Pre-trip logistics:  
 
�     Review the entire confirmation packet included with this checklist. 
 
�     Please contact us if there are any significant changes to the number of individuals in your group.   You will 

only be charged for those who actually attend the a quarium. 
 
�     Discuss expectations with your students (see pa ge 2) adding your own rules as necessary. 
 
�     Make name tags- it is helpful for GLA staff to be able to address students and  
      chaperones by name (An optional template is e nclosed). 
 
�     Prepare your chaperones before their visit for their critical role by providing a copy of Chaperon e  
      Expectations and their list of students to su pervise. 
 
�     Assign students to chaperone and class groups u sing the guidelines outlined in chaperone expectati ons 

(depending on student age approximately 3-10 studen ts per group).  Pre-trip organization will make 
grouping students easier for all.  

 
�     Age appropriate exhibit guides are available on  our website at www.glaquarium.org/education/

just4teachers.php  or by contacting us directly. Make enough copies f or everyone and don’t forget to 
bring pencils and clipboards! 

 
Pre-trip curriculum:  
 
      We are always happy to help you find activiti es, lessons or curriculum that support your visit. Please  
      contact us via email: education@glaquarium.or g or phone: 218-740-2007 for more information.  
 
Other visit details:  
 
�     You  are welcome to bring bag lunches to the aq uarium. Availability of indoor and outdoor space fo r eat-

ing lunches varies seasonally. Please contact us if  you wish to reserve our indoor café. 
 
�     Be sure to set a meeting place and time for cha perones and their students so accounting for all st udents is 

easily done prior to your departure. 
 
�     Set your own rules about visits to the aquarium  gift shop. Make sure that students and chaperones are 

clear on if and when that is acceptable. Chaperone escort is required in the gift shop.  
 

 
Don’t forget to bring these things with you!  
 
�    Your confirmation letter 
�    Student and chaperone name tags 
�    Exhibit guides, pencils and clipboards if you ar e planning to use the guides. 
�    Payment for the tour and/or class(es), if not al ready prepaid. You may use a purchase order, but yo u must   

bring a copy of it with you.  
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Before your visit: 
 
We encourage your students and chaperones to explor e our website, www.glaquarium.org,  prior to your v isit. 
On that site, you will find exhibit and species inf ormation to help prepare your group for exploring o ur facility.  
 
Our goal is to provide a safe, fun, and educational  experience for all who visit with us. Preparing bo th children 
and adults for what to expect enhances their time a t GLA. As mentioned in the previous section, we are  
happy to work with teachers and group leaders to in tegrate your visit with your current curriculum. Co ntact us 
before or after your visit for resources, lessons, and curriculum connection ideas.  
 
When you arrive: 
 
Your group will be greeted in the lobby upon arriva l by our Education staff. This person will check in  with the 
lead teacher or group leader about the following th ings: 
 
· Final attendance numbers (students, teachers, chape rones) 
· Payment 
· Time to gather and load buses 
· Gift Shop visitation 
· Chaperone groups 
· Class and program timing if applicable 
 
The educator will also welcome the group as a whole  and go over the following group rules: 
 
1. Wherever you go in the aquarium today you must st ay with your group and be able to see your chaper-

one 
2. There are two fish you may touch today—the freshw ater stingray and the lake sturgeon. Both fish live  on 

the 2nd floor of the aquarium. Please touch them ge ntly with just two fingers on their back avoiding t heir 
eyes, fins and tails. These are the ONLY animals yo u may touch.  

3. There are three ways to get from the main level t o the 2nd level of the aquarium. You may use the es cala-
tor, elevators or stairs. The escalator only goes U P and any students that try to go down the escalato r will 
be asked to sit with a chaperone or teacher in the lobby for their stay.  

4. As you explore and have fun, please go slow and w alk. We want everyone to leave today happy and 
healthy.  

5. You are welcome to take pictures during your stay . We simply ask that you turn off your flash as it scares 
the animals.  

 
The educator will also cover basics such as the loc ation of the restrooms, the next interpretive progr am and 
group gift shop policy.  
 
Special closets and bins are provided for visiting school groups to store coats, lunches, and backpack s. These 
will be locked while you are exploring the aquarium .  Contact any staff member to unlock your closets.    
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Teachers and Group Leaders, 
 
Thank you for planning a visit to GLA! We look forw ard to welcoming your group, including all students  and 
any interested adults. Adult chaperones are essenti al for assisting your group and enriching the exper ience 
your students have at the aquarium.   
 
We suggest the following numbers of chaperones for aquarium tours: 
 
Ages Pre K-K    1 adult per every 3 students 
Grades 1-3       1 adult per every 5 students 
Grades 4-12     1 adult per every 10 students 
 
1 chaperone per 10 students is admitted free of cha rge, regardless of the age of the students. Teacher s are 
free of charge. Additional chaperones are admitted into the aquarium at a reduced fee of $6.00. They m ust 
be at least 18 years of age and need to be responsi ble for assisting students .  
 
· We recommend that chaperones are assigned to superv ise a small group of specific students. They are 

not permitted to bring other small children not inc luded with the school group. 
 
· Use the form on page 5 to provide your chaperones a  list of students they will be supervising througho ut 

the trip. Please include special notes, or speak wi th individual chaperones in advance of the trip abo ut 
students with special needs. 

 
· Chaperones should help students follow the rules ex plained by this packet, chaperone guidelines and 

any presented by the GLA educators that greet your group. They should also help the students explore 
and discover aquarium exhibits.  

 
· The students should always be within the sight of t heir chaperone and they should not leave the buildi ng 

without supervision.  
 
· Reading exhibits out loud and re-directing student attention can do wonders for a student’s experience  

here.  
 
· Chaperones should have nametags or other indicators  that they are part of your group. 
 
· Chaperones should be familiar with the exhibit guid es in advance if you plan on using them with your s tu-

dents 
 
We ask that you please provide each chaperone with a copy of the Chaperone Guidelines and Group list i n 
advance of the trip. 
 
Thank you! 
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Mr/Mrs/Ms ____________________________________________ ’s GROUP 
 

Here is a list of students that you are responsible  for supervising during the field trip to Great Lak es Aquarium. 
Please keep in mind that you have an important role  to play, and should know where your designated  
students are at all times. Thank you for making thi s trip possible! 
 

1._________________________                 5.___________________________              9.____________________________ 
 
2._________________________                 6.___________________________              10.___________________________ 
 
3._________________________                 7.___________________________              11.___________________________ 
 
4._________________________                 8.___________________________              12.___________________________ 
 

Thank you for being a chaperone for the Great Lakes  Aquarium trip! 
 
We appreciated your willingness to spend time with students exploring our watery world.  The teacher o r 
group leader organizing the trip should have provid ed you with a specific list of students to supervis e and assist 
while visiting the aquarium. While you are helping them explore GLA, there are a few things to remembe r: 
 
·     GLA includes 2 floors wth many nooks and corn ers. Please keep your assigned students within sigh t at all 

times. 
 
·     There are three places in the building where students are welcome to get their hands wet: the Gr eat Lakes 

Water Table and the freshwater stingray and sturgeo n touch tanks.  We ask that students do not put the ir 
hands into the other tanks with live animals. This protects these animals and it prevents any nibbled fingers.  

 
·     Guest Services staff and volunteers are avail able throughout the Aquarium to answer questions an d direct 

students to the restroom, etc.  Please accompany st udents (12 and under) to the restroom.  
 
·     Remember what it was like to be a kid. Get do wn on their level, look ahead for things you think might  
      engage them, draw their attention to things y ou think they might like and may have missed. The a quarium 

is a big place, and it can make all the difference in the world to students to have an engaged adult t o 
help them explore and learn.  

 
·     Special Events such as divers, floor programs  or volunteers with learning stations may be availa ble while 

you are visiting. Listen to the educator’s introduc tion when your group arrives to find out when and w here 
those events will happen- they can also be a great additions to your visit! 

 
·     Food must be eaten in designated areas such a s lunch rooms or the café area, not on the exhibit floor. 
 
·     Students are permitted in the aquarium gift s hop only  if accompanied by a chaperone. Make sure you 

know if the teachers from your school have put any restrictions on gift shop visitation. 
 
·     Please do not bring small children from outsi de the school group as a chaperone. Your role as a chaper-

one is crucial to the success of the visit. 
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Exhibits at Great Lakes Aquarium showcase freshwate r and marine ecosystems with 
a special focus on unique habitats found around Lak e Superior. Our six largest  
exhibits depict actual locations, right down to the  rock formations, lichen and 
plants!  

 

Baptism River (Upper Level) 

 

The Baptism River is a fast flowing North Shore str eam. Like veins carrying blood to the heart, rivers  
like the Baptism carry nutrients and oxygen to Lake  Superior. Among the fish species you might meet 
are the White Sucker, Brook Trout, Rainbow Trout, a nd Brown Trout. 
 
St. Louis River (Upper Level) 
 

The slow flowing St. Louis River provides a contras t to the fast moving Baptism River. Typical of a 
south shore river, it is warmer and more alkaline t han the North Shore streams. Additionally the river s 
of the South Shore often flow into bays with estuar y-like habitats. In the waters of the St. Louis you  
may encounter Smallmouth Bass, Black Crappie, Chann el Catfish, Yellow Perch, Pumpkinseed,  
Bluegill, Walleye, Muskie, Northern Pike, Bullhead,  and Longnose Gar.  
 
Pictured Rocks (Upper Level) 

Just beyond the Baptism is Pictured Rocks where the  beaches and cliffs are an important destina-
tion for migratory birds. Species who might visit P ictured Rocks include the Killdeer, Snipe, and       
Sanderling.  Learn more about the habitat created b y the combination of rock, wind and wave.  
Several species of turtles also share this habitat at Great Lakes Aquarium. 
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Kakagon Slough (Upper Level within the aviary adjac ent to Pictured Rocks) 
 
Your next stop will be the Kakagon Slough in Chequa megon Bay, one of the most important  
wetlands left on Lake Superior's shoreline. These e xtensive coastal marshes provide nutrient rich  
areas for spawning and wildlife habitat.  Here you may meet a variety of wetland bird species such 
as Black Crowned Night Heron, Green Heron, Common G oldeneye, American Black Duck and 
Wood Duck.  In addition to providing nutrients, wet lands act as sponges for floodwaters and serve 
as filters that trap excessive pollutants. These ar eas also produce wild rice, which is culturally sig nifi-
cant to the Ojibwe who developed ecologically frien dly harvesting methods.   
 
Isle Royale and Inland Lakes (Upper and Lower Level s) 
 
At Isle Royale you will get a glimpse into Lake Sup erior where Sturgeon, Walleye, American Eels,  
Burbot, Longnose Suckers, Lake Trout, Coaster Brook  Trout and a variety of introduced trout and 
salmon species thrive today.  You will be able to c ompare these fish to those living in warmer inland 
lakes, such as Muskellunge, Northern Pike, Carp and  Bass.  The third tank in this exhibit highlights 
schooling Herring and Whitefish, common food for bo th humans and Lake Superior fish.  
 
Otter Cove (Lower Level)  
 
Heading downstairs, your next habitat to explore is  Otter Cove on the northeast shore of the lake. 
This is where the Canadian Shield meets Lake Superi or in a wild and rocky shoreline at 
Pukaskwa National Park in Ontario. The terrain is h illy and broken by ridges and cliffs.  In the  
wilderness of the boreal forest live Caribou, Moose , Wolves and Black Bear, and of course, River Ot-
ters.  You will see the otters at play, eating or r esting.  Children can crawl into a simulated beaver  
lodge that an otter may use as a den or slide down the "otter slide" in front of the exhibit.   
 

 ��	�������� �
 
Freshwater Stingray and Lake Sturgeon touch tank —Get your hands wet and feel a fish. 
 
Origins —Discover the story of Lake Superior’s past.  
 
#��������� �
 
Seahorse Secrets —Investigate the mysterious world of seahorses.  
 
Amazon River —Dance with a Macaw, get eye to eye with an Arowana  or peek in at the Piranha.  
 
Great Lakes Water Table — Pilot a boat from Lake Superior to the Atlantic O cean. 
 
The Wow of Water —- Make waves and see if you are as strong as the lake . 
 

 
 $���������%������������
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From the South (Twin Cities area)  
From I-35 North take exit 256B (5th Avenue West). A t the lights turn right on Harbor Drive. The Aquari um is 2 
blocks on your right. 
 
From the North East (North Shore area)  
Take Highway 61 to London Road (Highway 61 turns in to London Road as you enter Duluth). At 26th Avenue  
East take I-35 South to exit 256B. Keep right to 5t h Avenue West. At 5th Avenue West/Harbor Drive ligh ts turn 
left. The Aquarium is 3 blocks on your right. 
 
From the East (Wisconsin)  
Take Highway 53 North to I-35 North. Take exit 256B  (5th Avenue West). At the lights turn right on Har bor Drive. 
The Aquarium is 2 blocks on your right. 
 
From the North West (Iron Range cities)  
Follow signs for Highway 53 South to I-35 North. Ta ke Northbound I-35 to exit 256B (5th Avenue West). At the 
light, turn right on Harbor Drive. The Aquarium is 2 blocks on your right. 
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To download a full size map in PDF format visit:  
www.glaquarium.org/visitor/aquariummap.php 

For additional information please contact our 
Education Department: 
 
Email: education@glaquarium.org 
Phone: 218-740-2007 
Fax: 218-740-2020 
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