Visiting the Aquarium
Social Narrative

GETTING READY

I am going to visit
Great Lakes Aquarium!

When I get to the Aquarium,
I will stop at the front desk.
I will get a map of the
Aquarium and see a big fish
hanging from the ceiling.

THIS IS A MODEL OF AN EELPOUT.

Space for Movement

THE MAP LOOKS LIKE THIS.

BEFORE WE START

Each day the Aquarium has
special shows. I can check the
schedule to see what shows are
happening on the day I visit.

I can bring a camera and take
lots of pictures but need to
make sure the flash is turned
off.
If I try to have a
staring contest with a
fish, I will find that
they do not have
eyelids!

I need to be kind to
the animals. This
means looking with
my eyes and
keeping my hands
to myself.
It’s important not
to bang on the
glass with my
hands.

STARTING YOUR VISIT
I will either go up the escalator, elevator or
around the water wall to start my adventure in
the Aquarium. If I go up the escalator, I will hear
many videos and sounds of animals as I ride up.

Wet Area

Upstairs, there are
things like volcano
replicas and fossils.
There are many
kinds of animals
like fish, birds,
reptiles and
amphibians.
Tactile Experience

EXPLORING THE AQUARIUM
When I am upstairs, I
should look out the
window at the Aerial Lift
Bridge. There may be a
boat going through the
canal. When this
happens, the bridge and
boat blow their horns.

Bright Area on Sunny Days

In the first gallery, there
is a touch pool where I

Animal

can choose to touch a

Contact

horseshoe crab or
shark. I will rinse my
hands at a sink first.
Sometimes this pool will
be closed for the animals
to rest. There will be a
staff person
there to help me.

Wet Area

At the top of the Isle Royale exhibit, there is a camera. I
can see what SCUBA divers see underwater when
they’re swimming in this exhibit.

There are two more touch
pools in Critter Corner.
One of these pools will be
open for me to safely
touch jellyfish, anemones
or sea stars. I will wash
my hands again at a sink.
There will be
a staff helper
here too.

MORE EXPLORING
Upstairs, there is a tree house. I can pretend to go
fishing, go down the slide and read many different
books about animals.

Space for Movement

When I am done
exploring upstairs, I
can take the stairs or
the elevator down to
the main floor.

EXPLORING DOWNSTAIRS
Downstairs, there is a
water table. I can

This area gets wet and
water may splash while
moving the boats.

play in the water and
move a boat from the
Duluth Harbor to the
Atlantic Ocean.

Shipwrecks Alive! is dark but
the lights will look like I am
under the water. There are
sharks, stingrays and lots of
colorful saltwater fish.

Darker Area

MORE EXPLORING DOWNSTAIRS
At Otter Cove, there is a

Louder Space

tall waterfall. I can hear
the waterfall from many
places in the Aquarium
so it might sound loud to
me. Otters live there.

Sometimes, there are animals I cannot see on the exhibit.
That means they are sleeping, visiting a classroom or hiding
so I might not see them. This happens often at Otter Cove.

Did you know river otters sleep 12-14 hours a day?

EXPLORING DOWNSTAIRS
In the Unsalted Seas exhibit, there
is a touch tank where I can touch
fish called sturgeon. If it is a busy
day, I will see a stop sign with a
yellow bus on it that means I need
to wait until there is an exhibit
pass available.

Wet Area

There are many species of
sturgeon that live in the touch
tank. An aquarium staff
member will tell me how to
touch them (gently on their
back with two fingers).
They will feel rough—similar to
a wet carrot.
If I don’t like the sound of
Animal
Contact

hand air driers, I can ask
staff for a paper towel.

MORE EXPLORING DOWNSTAIRS
The Amazing
Amazon has fish I
would find living in
warm freshwater. I
can look for an
electric eel,
piranhas, and more.
Quieter Space

When I am done visiting
the Aquarium, I can say
goodbye to the staff at the
desk and say thank you for
a great visit!
Thanks for visiting
Great Lakes Aquarium.
Please visit again soon!

Great Lakes Aquarium Vocabulary

Trout

Lake Sturgeon

SCUBA Diver

River Otter

Zebra Shark

Wood Turtle

Toy Boat

Seahorse

Lava

Moose

Crow

Lift Bridge

Lake Superior

Corn Snake

Tree Frog

Great Lakes Aquarium Map

The Exhibit hall tends to be quieter Sunday-Thursday and any day after 4:00pm
Restrooms do not have auto-flush toilets and provide paper towels and air dryers.

Bright Areas

Quieter Spaces

Space for Movement

Darker Area

Louder Spaces

Aquarium Staff

Water/Wet Area

Animal Contact

Tactile Experience

Frequently Asked Questions
How much time do we need to explore the exhibits? We recommend an hour and a
half for most visits, though all groups are welcome to set their own pace.
Can we park in the Aquarium lot? Yes, there is a lot right in front of the Aquarium.
During the summer and on weekends, parking has a charge of $5 per vehicle.
Can we eat lunch at the Aquarium? You are welcome to bring bag lunches or snacks
with you, there is limited seating in the Aquarium lobby. We ask that no food or drink are consumed on the exhibit
floor.
Does the Aquarium offer special events, camps or other programs? All the
details about our programing, camps, special events, and more can by

Learn more online!

found on our web site.
· We offer Sensory Friendly mornings where we turn down the

volume on displays, dim lights, turn off waterfalls, and open early
to make the aquarium experience more sensory friendly.
· In partnership with the Autism Society of Minnesota (AuSM), we

offer AuSM Animal Care Camps where students get a hands-on
experience behind-the-sense caring for animals at the Aquarium
while focusing on social skill development.
Are there memberships? Great Lakes Aquarium offers individual and family

www.glaquarium.org
·

Family memberships

·

Camps

·

Sensory friendly dates

·

Free lendable learning kits

·

Animal stories and more!

memberships with great benefits including unlimited visits for a year,
discounts on events and programing, free parking, and invitations to
special events and exhibit openings.
What else can we do in downtown Duluth? Downtown Duluth offers a variety of engaging options! You might play
at Playfront park (located at the end of our parking lot), skip rocks on Lake Superior, have a snack at one of many
restaurants and shops, and check out the boats coming through the harbor.

Have Questions?
Email: education@glaquarium.org
Phone: 218.740.2027
Fax: 218.740.2020
www.glaquarium.org

